STATE OF MINNESOTA
IN SUPREME COURT

C8-84-1650

PROMULGATION OF AMENDMENTS TO
THE RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT ORDER

WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Bar Association filed a petition with this Court that
recommended amendments to the Rules of Professional Conduct, and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court held a hearing on the proposed amendments on November 15,
1995, and v

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court has reviewed the proposed amendments and is fully advised

in the premises,
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS 'HEREBY ORDERED:

1. The attached amendments to the Rules of Professional Conduct are hereby prescribed
and promulgated for the regulation of the legal profession in the State of Minnesota.
2. The inclusion of comments is made for convenience and does not reflect court

approval of the comments made therein.

3. The amendments shall be effective January 1, 1996.
DATED: December 11, 1995 BY THE COURT:
A M. Keith |
Chief Justice
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AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Rule 1.17 SALE OF LAW PRACTICE

(@ Alawyer shall not sell or buy a law practice unless:

In paragraph (c) of this Rule, to a lawyer or firm of lawyers licensed law in Mi : |
with paragraph (d).of this Rule to all clients whose files are currently L all oli hose inactive files will be ta by 1







Rule 5.4 PROFESSIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF A LAWYER
(@)

Rule 5.6 RESTRICTIONS ON RIGHT TO PRACTICE
[An additional comment is added].

Comment

'IEMMLWWIIE] e Rule 117

Rule 6.1 YOLUNTARY PRO BONO PUBLICO SERVICE
v hould_rend blic i loal o Al

A lawyer should aspire to render at least 50 hours of pro bono
publico legal services per year. In fulfilling this responsibility, the
lawyer should:

(a) provide a substantial majority of the 50 hours of legal
services without fee or expectation of fee to:

(1) persons of limited means or

(2) charitable, religious, civic, community,
governmental and educational organizations in matters
which are designed primarily to address the needs of
persons of limited means; and
(b) provide any additional services through:

(1) delivery of legal services at no fee or
substantially reduced fee to individuals, groups or
organizations seeking to secure or protect the civil rights,
civil liberties or public rights, or charitable, religious,
civic, community, governmental and educational
organizations in matters in furtherance of their
organizational purposes, where the payment of standard
legal fees would significantly deplete the organization’s
economic resources or would be otherwise inappropriate;

(2) delivery of legal services at a substantially
reduced fee to persons of limited means; or '

(3) participation in activities for improving the
law, the legal system or the legal profession.




In addition, a lawyer should voluntarily contribute financial

support to organizations that provide legal services to persons of limited
means.

Comment







Rule 7.2 ADVERTISING AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
% %k ok
(c) A lawyer shall not give anything of value to a person for
recommending the lawyer's services, except that a lawyer may pay the
reasonable cost of advertising or written communication permitted by this
Rule, and may pay the usual charges of a not-for-profit lawyer referral

service or other legal service organization-, and may pay for a law

Rule 7.4 COMMUNICATION OF FIELDS OF PRACTICE
(a) A lawyer may communicate the fact that the lawyer does or
does not practice in particular fields of law. A lawyer shall not use any
false, fraudulent, misleading or deceptive statement, claim or designation
in describing the lawyer's or the lawyer's firm's practice or in 1nd1catmg
its nature or limitations.

(b) Except-as-provided-in-this-rule; A lawyer shall not state o
imply that the lawyer is a specialist in a field of law unless the lawyer is

currently certified or approved as a specialist in that field by an
organization that a-beard-or-ether-entity-whieh is approved by the State
Board of Legal Certlflcatlon Ameng—the—er—ﬁeaﬁe—be—eeas&dered—by—the

o

(¢) A lawyer shall not state that the lawyer is a certified
specialist if the lawyer's certification has terminated, or if the statement
is otherwise contrary to the terms of such certification.




